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Students: Draw pictures to support your learning of key vocabulary words from the Gizmos Investigation.

	Glossary Term
	Definition
	Picture

	Corals
(“kor-uhls”)
	Corals are tiny animals with hard exoskeletons (outsides) that live in the ocean and form large structures called reefs.
	


	Algae

(“al-jee”)
	Algae are tiny plant-like organisms that get energy from sunlight through photosynthesis.
	

	Symbiotic relationship

(“sim-bee-ah-tik ree-lay-shuhn-ship”)
	A symbiotic relationship is when organisms of two different species live together in a close relationship, and at least one organism benefits (is helped).
	

	Biotic factors

(“bahy-ah-tik fact-ors”)
	Biotic factors are the living parts of an ecosystem.
	

	Abiotic factors

(“ey-bahy-ah-tik fact-ors”)
	Abiotic factors are the nonliving parts of an ecosystem.
	

	pH scale
	The pH scale ranges from 1 to 14 and measures how acidic or alkaline (basic) a substance is. Lower numbers indicate a strong acid; higher numbers indicate a strong base; a pH of 7 indicates a neutral substance.
	

	Coral bleaching

(“kor-uhl blee-ching”)
	Coral bleaching happens when corals become stressed by environmental changes, and they expel (get rid of) their symbiotic algae.
	

	Algae bloom

(“al-jee bloom”)
	An algae bloom happens when a population of algae suddenly overgrows, leading to low oxygen levels in the water.
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